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—  cEiNERAL DESICN.' 


| | | TT HEdeſigninthe publication of theſe TRIFLES,is in one pointof view, = 


to attract the attention of youth toward that ſubject or event, which 
at any particular period of time may become a topic for converſation, and, Mt 
towards contemplating the beauties and deformities of peculiar virtues and WW. 
vices, which occaſionally may, in any laudible or reproachful mode intro- H 
duce themſelves into the general theatre of human actions; to furniſh ex- We, 
tracts from various authors, that may tend to affiſt the inquiſitive mind if ef 
inclined to join in an inveſtigation, or enquiry, into ſuch ſubject or event; he 
or, towards contemplating any peculiar virtuous or vicious action which e 
may excite obſervation or diſcuffion; and, to hold up as it were in a mit- 
ror, the res mentioned, whether deſerving of eſteem, of pity, of deteſt- WM! 


ation, or of reſentment. | 9 
VaR IZ TV is another principle point in view, in the publication of theſe WP" 
TRIFLES, for the accompliſhment of which purpoſe the different ſugjects la 
Po 


; contained therein, will conſiſt of ſelections, either from hiſtory, poctry, | 
Y ſhort ſentences, the ſentiments of antient philoſophers, and of modern k 
| authors, fables, tales, novels, allegories, viſions, eſſays, remarks, obſerva- I 
tions, anecdotes, ſongs, epigrams, bon-mots, &c. &c. which may be ap- Ane 
plicable to the ſubject treated on. ; | 
The third point in view in the publication of theſe TRIFLES is, that under ub 
the pleaſing aſſemblage of entertaining hiſtories or deſcriptions, one or Ine 
more of which will be introduced in esch publication, a more general col- Rur 
lection of elegant and uſeful literature, and by the moit eſteemed authors, Pen 
will be opened to thoſe, particularly youth, who, from the expence which 
attends the purchaſing of different volumes, have been kept back from the pf 
enjoyment of, and from a knowledge of the excellencies and beauties of Wa! 
Engliſh literature, and who, inſtead thereof, have been happy in the accu- | 
mulation of literary traſh. 05 

Finally, ſeveral of theſe TRIFLES being bound together, of which twelve 
different ſubjects will make a moderate ſize volume, will thus form as 
an agrecable, miſcellanious, and even uſeful body of literature, as is to be 
met with in any of the compilations hitherto publiſhed. Fas 


OBSERVATIONS and REMARKS, on the manner in which theſe 
TRIFLES,. are intended to be printed and publiſhed. 


THESE TRIFL Es as before obſerved in the general deſign, will conſiſt 
of a miſcellaneous ſelection of literature, and, are intended in the courſe | 
of their publication to be adapted to one temporary ſubje&, circum- 
' Hance, or event, which will be obſerved in each TRIFLE; but, Which 
nevertheleſs may, at the option of the reader be adapted to a more ge- 
- neral nature, and for which latter purpoſe, not only a general head line 
title will be given threughout, but alſo a head line title to each diſtinct 
piece, both of which will be paged ſeparately. 5 
In order therefore to adapt them to the general nature propoſed, in 
the firſt inſtance, the uppermoſt paging may either be cut off or remain 
r 5 a f : On, 
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1, and the ſevera) eit be arranged alphabetically, agreeable to 


hich they may be diſtinguiſhed on the uppermoſt, or general head 
Wh ine, and to which titles will be adapted. | ws ; 


Toy" In the ſecond initance, the vaitious pieces may be ſeparately arranged 
” Wt ihe entire pleaſure of the reader, for which purpoſe, each piece will 


and e ſo printed as to be capable of being ſeparated, and when ſo ſeparated and 
tro- itended to be bound or ſewed together, to be cut cloſe underneath the 
ex- Heneral head line on each page, with which every part throughout will cor- 
d it >ſpond; and any reader dy inzenioully paging them in the centre after 
ent; Whey may be ſo cut, in progreſhive order, and on a line with the page on 


Mach ſeparate piece, may ungucſtionably claim the merit of being the 
Worror of ſuch ſelection, and, further to encourage ſuch literary emu- 
WM! ion, title-pages to correſpond with collections formed therefrom, 
Wheiher of Miſcelianjes, Poems, Songs, Hiltorics, Tales, Allegories, 
Dreams; Viſions, Kc. will be adapted to the diminiſhed ſize, wiih a 
lank ſpace for the name of anv one who may with to claim the literary 
Noprobation of their friends and acquaintance for iheir arrangement and 
Wh oicc of ſubjects, | CER 
Notwithſtanding the ſmall fize to which the diſferent pieces will be 
educed after their being cut, any two volumes, or more, compoſed 
1erefrom, will contain as much as any two or greater number of vo- 
umes, which form prior collections, they, too generally abounding in 
ubjeAts, which may be found in both, and ſome of which may be found 
n every collection that is to be met with; on which latter account any 
ol- Humber of volumes formed from theſe TRIFLES, whether under their 
T9 Wcncral title, or under ſuch which may be adapted in the additional ones 
ich Watended to be given, will be infinitely cheaper than an equal number 
the pf volumes which may conſiſt of an equal number of pages of any gene- 
of Wa! collection. 5 5 
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OF THE IMPORTANT TRIFLES. 


2 TIE Firſt ſubject made choice of for the IMPORTANT TRIFLES, 

Ps on the VICISSI TUNES of FORTUNE founded on the preſent hu- 
Wniliaied ſituation of that family, who, but a very ſhort ſpace of time 

ſt Walt, were the moſt elevated perſons of a great and powerful kingdom. 


1 Priginal magnificence and ſpl-ndour, and was for a time revered, and 
th. Pen idolized by his fubjects. This love and reverence to kings have 
Ween for ages peculiar in Franco. | 
In his early years he was betrothed in marriage to ANTOINETTE 


E ian : „ 
& f the Houſe of Auſtria, a cuſtom among foreign ſovereign princes. _ = 


The alliance being compleated, ANTOINETTE ſoon became rer 
narkable for the mag niſicence of her dreſs, the loftineſs of her deport- | 

n nent, and of her behaviour towards inferiors, inſomuch ſo, that ſhes = 
u, Wave general diſguſt. It is not by this remark intended to inſuß Es 
5 | | | unfortunate 
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unfortunate in diſtreſs, but to convey a moral of the endearments at 


being formed, he ſwore at the altar of Liberty, which his ſubje&s had 
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return firſt precipitated him from that eminence of ſtation he befor 


ous and periidious, and at laſt brought him to the ſcaffold. 
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tached to humility and condeſcenſion. N 

When BRITAIN were engaged in a conteſt with AMERICA, LOUIS 
contributed towards the liberty acquired by the latter; but not ſo muc 
merely to aſſiſt their liberty as to leſſen the importance of the for 
mer. That liberty being eſtabliſhed, it ſpeedily ſowed the ſeeds thereo 
in the brcaſt of every FRENCHMAN; and a ſimilar jewel which was 
acquired by AMERICA, became a conteſt for between LOUIS and his 
ſubjects. : 

LOUIS at length finding on his part open reſiſtance vain, acceeded te 
the inclinations of his people, and a new conſtitution for the kingdom 


erected, to maintain the new conſtitution which was conſecrated thereto, 
The ſubſequent conduct of LOUIS, ſoon cauſed his ſubjects to doubt 
his lincerity ; facts have tranſpired to encreaſe thoſe doubts, and they i 


held, to that of a wretched priſoner; and inſtead of thoſe reverentia 
titles which were formerly beſtowed upon him, of ſovercign, and fathe 
of his people, they changed to the odious epithets of his being treacher- 


Examples of the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, are not confined to parti, 
cvlarly eminent perſons, neither are tney confined to particular periods 
all are equally liable thereto: they have happened both in early and lat, 
ter periods, and will in all probability happen again; what may happel 
cannot be foreſeen, what have happened, the following pages, in a va 
riety of inſtances will exhibit, 


** The proper names of perſons and places, and ſuch particular cir 
cumſtances and events, &c. which will be made choice of for elucida 
tion and addiiignal information, in the courſe of the work, will be dif 
tinguiſhed by Italics in the body of the different pages, to which the 
marginal references will in a ſimilar manner correſpond, inſtead of mak 
ing uſe of alteriſins, &c. &c. 


